Council 28 April 2026

[tem 13.13

Notices of Motion

LGBTQIA+ Safety and Targeted Violence in Sydney

By Councillor Maxwell
It is resolved that:
(A) Council note:

() recent reporting by ABC News highlighting a series of violent attacks targeting
LGBTQIA+ people in Sydney, including incidents where victims were lured
through dating and hook-up apps, assaulted, and in some cases filmed and
distributed online;

(i)  reports that some of these attacks have been linked to extremist ideologies,
including individuals associated with far-right extremism and others inspired by
Islamic State;

(i)  expert warnings that, after Jewish Australians, LGBTQIA+ people are among
those most at risk of being targeted by violent extremism in Australia;

(iv) datareleased by NSW Police indicating:

o 197 LGBTQIA+ hate-related violent incidents and 103 individuals charged
between 2023 and 2025; and

e 36 incidents involving the use of dating or hook-up apps to lure victims to
assaults or robberies;

(v) amanual review of this data identifies at least 56 incidents occurring within the
City of Sydney local government area, noting that the data is not provided in a
clear Local Government Area (LGA) breakdown;

(vi) that a subset of these incidents involve the deliberate targeting of victims through
digital platforms, followed by coordinated assault and, in some cases, the filming
and dissemination of the violence;

(vii) the historical context of anti-LGBTQIA+ violence in Sydney, including the
murders and assaults commemorated at Mark’s Park, and that the current
pattern of targeted violence echoes these earlier periods, highlighting the need
for early, coordinated action to prevent further harm;

(viii) the announcement by the NSW Government and Premier Chris Minns of urgent
legislative reforms, including stronger penalties and potential new offences
targeting hate-motivated violence; and

(ix) the importance of ensuring Sydney remains a safe, inclusive and welcoming city
for LGBTQIA+ residents and visitors, particularly during periods of heightened
visibility such as the Sydney Gay and Lesbian Mardi Gras;
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(B) Council reaffirm:

(i)
(ii)

(iii)

its commitment to the safety, dignity and inclusion of LGBTQIA+ communities;

that targeted violence based on sexuality or gender identity is unacceptable and
requires a coordinated response across all levels of government; and

the importance of public confidence in reporting incidents and accessing support
services;

(C) Council welcome:

(i)

(ii)

the NSW Government’s commitment to urgent legislative reform to strengthen
responses to hate-motivated violence; and

the focus on addressing emerging forms of targeted violence, including the use
of digital platforms to facilitate assaults;

(D) Council call on the NSW Government to:

(i)
(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

progress these reforms as a matter of urgency;

consider specific offences addressing the use of digital platforms to lure victims
for the purpose of assault, robbery or humiliation;

ensure adequate resourcing for NSW Police to investigate, prevent and respond
to targeted attacks, including specialist capabilities; and

improve transparency and regular public reporting of LGBTQIA+ hate-related
incidents, including clearer geographic breakdowns; and

(E) the Chief Executive Officer be requested to:

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

X113762

seek a confidential briefing for Councillors from relevant state and federal
security agencies, on the current threat profile facing LGBTQIA+ communities in
Sydney;

provide advice to Council on opportunities for local government to support
community safety, awareness, and prevention in response to this evolving threat
environment; and

work with community organisations to ensure affected communities are informed,
supported, and confident in reporting incidents.
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